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CHARLES PAUL DE KOCK 87 

villagers ; at the farm they will not repulse us. 
I shall not have to blush for having to ask work 
of them. O my mother ! if you were still living, 
I should find consolation in your arms. Ah, if I 
had but followed your advice, perhaps Edouard — 
But it is too late. At least you are ignorant of the 
depth of my sorrows." 

Adeline sold all that she could dispense with in 
her present situation, — some jewels, some flow- 
ers, some superfluous articles of dress. A simple 
gown, a straw hat trimmed with modest ribbon, 
her baby on one arm and a little bundle under the 
other, — it was thus that Madame Murville set 
out for Guillot's farm. 
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152 FRERE JACQUES 

for your journey, that may be useful. One never 
knows where he will find himself." 

So saying, Guillot handed Jacques a pair of lit- 
tle pocket pistols. 

" I bought them the last time I went to the vil- 
lage, of an old soldier. I was going to give them 
to you on your birthday ; but, since you are going, 
take them with you now." 

Jacques thanked Guillot and accepted his pres- 
ent ; then, kissing everyone, he left with Sans- 
Souci, vowing not to return to the farm without 
Adeline, and to permit himself no rest undl he 
had found her. 
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borbooc, seemed to design rhh smple re t reat for 
a refuge of repose and pcacse. 

M. Gerral's household was composed of Du- 
ptrCy widi whom we are already acquainted; of 
Catherine, who performed the functions of cook, 
an old woman who was a little talkative, a little 
cunous^ but for the rest faithful, obliging, good, 
and strongly attached to her benevolent master ; 
and, lastly, of a young peasant named Lucas, who 
acted as gardener, bootblack and messenger of the 
house. 

In the ndghborhood, for many leagues round, 
the name of Gcnral was revered and pronounced 
tenderly by the unforrunate, to whom the good 
man was constantly aSFording succor. He had not 
ahprax*^ 1:\^ in his house in the wood : his busi- 
ne$s atiairsi had often kept Inm away for long pe- 
riods ; but then Dupre and Catherine, who knew 
their master's heart, had continued to bestow his 
benefits so that the needy might not miss the 
presence of their protector. 

The villagers, who had known that M. Gcrval 
had gv^ne to Pans, had feared that he would not 
o>me back to them. Catherine herself had shared 
this fear, K>r she knew that her master de^red to 
sec his ancient friends again, which he had not 
been able to do for a long time, strongly as he was 
attached to them. But a letter from M. Gerval 
brought joy to the inhabituits of the Vosgcs ; they 
would see again their friend, thdr supporter, their 
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CHARLES PAUL DE KOCK 257 

" Yes ; he is no more ; I am absolutely certain 
of it." 

" Alas ! in what corner of the earth did he end 
his life ? " 

'^ He is there/* said Jacques, at last indicating 
the spot beneath the willow. 

Adeline shuddered, and dared ask no further ; 
but every day she led her daughter to pray on the 
grave of the poor mendicant, and Ermance did not 
know that she was praying for her father. 

And at the foot of the willow Jacques also buried 
his cross. 
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